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Submarine Revisited

Fixedmeda audio Bfeatring LorZ Lixemkerg (soprano), Dominic Sawnders (piaro) ard the
speaking voicesof John Bartlett, Berthe Ficarra, David Ladd, Gearge Lawson, Anagasa Ledwon,
CharlesMeeler.

0:00 Introductions

3:26 Ruso 1 (song)

6:08 Basement/ColdWar
9:12 Alarms

10:20 Ruso 3 (attack)
12:42 Sinking

13:50 Epilogue

Full Text and Credits

I thoughtlongand hard before providing this transcription, partly because | feel tha
spoken word can be undestood as texture and rhythm as well as sense, but mosly
because | want the audience to listen closely, to try to decodewha they hear, rather than
jus sit back and read it off thepage. But then |Qre heard these recordingshundeeds of
times, | undestand every word; whereas thelistener comes to it fresh, and througha
dense mesh of other sounds In theend too many friendswondeed wha they were
missing, and it seemed unfair notto let on. My pleawould beBlisten first, conalt the
script afterwards

Voices:

AL: Anastasia Ledwon; former diving instructor.

BF: Berthe Ficarra, recalling the basement where John Cage lived one summer
CM: Charles Meeker, former Submarine Captain, US Navy

DL: David Ladd, supplier for submarines in US Navy

EF: Evelyn Ficarra, composer/interviewer

GL: George Lawson, former submariner, Royal Navy. Mechanic.

HN: Hugh Nelson, former Submarine Captain, US Navy

JB: John Bartlett, former Submarine Captain, Royal Navy

LL: Loré Lixemberg, Soprano

Introductions

LL: E were hiseyes
NothingE

HN: | wasgrowing upin Illinois B
the middle of the United States
and um - | wartedto leave town
and IOchever seenthe oceanbefore

AL: ItOghe water, itOslways beenwater Bum
on the water, in the water, under the water
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| guessitOshe feel of the water b

- ard then

whatOsinderreath it aswell like

when| usedto swim

and things on the surface

you always wonder whatOsinderneat you and
itOsalways a little bit of afear-

because you carOt

see it

EF: Is this one that you served on?

GL:

No | wason the earler boats.

EF: During the war?

GL:

AL:

HN:

GL:

AL:

CM:

HN:

Mm.

1tODitOs0 calming and the colors Dand
It wasjust so peacdul and so

when| finally got the chanceto go diving
it turnedout to be all E

And hadno onein my family whoOdeenin the Navy
Receivedredly not much advice about it atall
And hadabsolutely no ideawhat | wasgetting into.

-and um Bit wasrealy bad

and | washaving aterribletime

and my father told me thatBwell

he expected meto stick it out so
laugh Bso we - we couldnOtalk about
me coming home

Well the point is my father wasin the navy
and | decided 7 would join the navy (crows, off)
which | did do.

E. somelody telling astory

And uh Pall | wartedto do wasjust go B
Deep — (sigh)

Just- | donOknow it waskindalike
To find out what he saw?

it wasbit wasafamily

it wasa family thing uh

my dadBuh

my dad servedin World War Two

it wasrealy bad

and | washaving aterribletime

and my father told me thatBwell
he expected meto stick it out so
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laugh B

CM: and | just put down Oay ship - any ocear®
| wartedB| wartedto -

HN: | hadanew atitude after that
| couldnOgo home
and um - evertually found that | B

it wasok - it became

someting | could do, I- | could succeed at
so | stayedin.

CM: and | just put down Oay ship - any ocear®
| wanted DI warted

GL: Well therewasnO& Dl wasa U, U ard U man
EF: WhatOghat mearf?
GL: (laugh) well if they wart people B

- youOren the navy D

You, you and you: submarines

CM: but | wasbuh Bl was
| wasfascinated with the sea | think anyway and |
and | just put down Oan ship - ary ocear®
| warted
| warted DI wartedto try my hand atseab
and | just put down Oap ship - ary ocear®

Ruso 1 (song)

LL: Delta, Romeqg Echo,
Alpha, Midway officer regpond

November Bdelay, buoyancy HN: | wasgrowing up in lllincis B

Rock, Whale. the middle of the United States
silert running and um - | wartedto leave town

all ahead

sonarE and I0cnever seenthe oceanbefore

LL: Delta, Romeg Echo,
Alpha, Midway offi cerrepond
November Bdelay, buoyancy
Rock, Whale.
silert running
all ahead
sonarE
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Tango Kilo Sdo

bridge contactrange commard
periscopeE .

eremey degroyer clear

Fire Fire

Fire Fire Fire

Fire Fire

Baya Devilfish Panpanito U-Boat
Gualdalcaral

Toro Dorado

Battle stations, Jack

Gibralter

take her up

blow tarksE

HN: it wasrealy bad
and | washaving aterribletime
and my father told me thatBwell
he expected meto stick it out

LL: ...fivethy fatherlies
Basement/Cold War

JB: ...ard youOrdistering all the time
ard the - water is atremerdous - sort of - conductor of sound
and asa consequence you canhea everything thatOgoing on.

DL: they arerealy small and IOnthinking of anaralogy - um
about being on a submarine, uh -
sayyouOren a-
abasmert

BF: ...and the basement wasvery dark
and very humid

um in the summerin Illinois it would get - mouldy

DL: ... mactinery everywhereyou would not believe how things are packedin
so BthereOthese narrow little aislesthat you would walk down,
and just high noise and
things arerunning all over the placeand uh B

GL: cosyou@e closedin there and
you carDgo walk round the upper deck
like you canon a surface ship

HN: E execttive officernow for almost four yeason a
Tridert submarine, so for instance one of my jobs there
wasto be the other person, other thanthe captain
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who also hadto concur in
shooting nuclearmissiles stuff like that

AL: wedid it and
it wasdark, and it wascold
and the pressure was
amaing

HN: There would be intense exercisesto see _
if they could trip you up and get you to shoot whenyou shouldnOshoot
or Dor you should have shot, and you didnOt

JB: ...and youOrdistering all thetime
and the - water is atremerdous B

LL: Contact
BF: ...and the basemert wasvery dark
AL: E. all | wartedto do wasjust go B

Deep — (sigh)
Just -

JB: The cold warDthatODabdiffi cult namefor it
But it wasuh, very muchbab
avery, very professional ervironmert

AL: wedid it and
it wasdark, and it wascold
and the pressure was
amaing

JB: Certainly the Russiars B came - uh came our way
and certainly | suppose we wert their way

LL: Contact

HN: There would be intense exercisesto see
if they could trip you up and getyou to AL: wedid it and

shoot whenyou shouldnOshoot LL: Contact

or Bor you should have shot, and you AL: it wasdark, and it wascold
didnOt and the pressure was
Alarms

HN: two blags on the diving alam - signals
submergng the ship.
And thatOsl ways sounded B
thatahoogah, ahoogahnoise.
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The callision alarmBislike asiren
Like awooooooo Plike that.

And thentheregDshe gereral alamm
whichis: gong gong gong gong gong gong
like that

And thatOsor fires or for B

you know badcally to get everybody up.
1tOdor battle stations also.

LL: Contact - wait.

HN: On anuclea submarine thereOs
power plart emergercy alam
and thatOghe one thatOgyoing
deedo deeo deedo.

EF: 1Gn hoping you never heardthat tone.

HN: Well, wedrilled all the time so we were
simulating these things all the time anyway.
There would be interse exercisesto see
if they could trip you up and get you to shoot whenyou shouldnOshoot
orbor b

Ruso 3 (attack)

LL: Contact.
Contactfirm -
bearing 40 North
holding stead.
Contactfirm, target
on course, stead.
Stand by, stand by.

Battle stations.
All hands ready, read/.

Tube one. Torpedo tube one fl ood, flood.
Tube two fl ood, fl ood.

Tube threefl ood.

Tube four flood, flood, flood.

Wait. Wait. Read.
Wait.

Stand by. Stard by.
Targetholding.

Stard by.
Torpedo one, fire.
Torpedo two, firefire.
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Torpedo threeBwait. Wait.
Wait. Torpedo three
Fire.Fire,fire.

Wait. Wait.

Wait.

Torpedo four, firefirefirefire.
Wait.

Wait.

Sinking
Epilogue

GL: Ep egplewho | wert on course with, | -
they went away and Bnext thing | heard thatthey -
they weregone.
Uh - thereyou areblife Pwarimeb
youOreuck if you get through it.
And | waslucky.

AL: E all | wartedto do wasjust go B
Deep — (sigh)
Just- | donOknow it waskindalike
To find out what he saw?

All spoken words are by the speakers themselves, to whom many thanks.

Thanks also to: Emily Blake, Cindy Cox, Heather Frasch, Stephen Goff, Larry Kimmet, Susan
Ladd and Gael Tissot.

Sang lyrics thereare two quotesfrom Full Fathom Five, from ShakegpeaeOF empeg, full text
below. All other song lyricsare by the composer.

Full Fathom Five

Full fathom five thy fatherlies

Of hisbonesare coral made

Those arepeals that were his eyes
Nothing of him that doth fade

But doth suffer a seachange

Into someting rich and strange.

Seanymphs hourly ring his knell
Hark, now | hearthem,

Hark, now | hearthem,

Ding dong bell

Ding-a-ding dong bell, ezc.



